Sally Leavitt Scholarship 

Sally Leavitt was a member of the Sisters Rodeo Association, volunteering for many years as an advisor with the Queen program where she helped young, elected ladies, with their attire during their year of reign. The late wife of John Leavitt, owner of Leavitt’s Western Wear for 40 years in downtown Sisters (currently under new ownership as Dixie’s in Sisters), she loved clothing, was an expert in Western fashion, and enjoyed mentoring young women in the latest styles and trends. 
Sally was an accomplished rider in the events of working cow horse and reining. An avid runner, you would also see her running with her dog by her side. Many people have stated over the years that she was beautiful both inside and out. For these reasons, she was recruited by the Miss Rodeo Oregon Pageant, Inc., organization and enjoyed her time so much she went on to serve two terms as President for the Miss Rodeo Oregon Scholarship Foundation. During her Presidency she brought the Miss Rodeo Oregon pageant to the Sisters rodeo; this accomplishment was only one of many in the highlights she had while serving time on the board. 

In 1986, Sally was diagnosed with Melanoma cancer, and was in remission for 13 years before being diagnosed again in 1998. Regretfully, she lost her battle with cancer on July 7th, 1999. The following year (2000), the Sisters Rodeo Association Board of Directors made a unanimous decision to start a scholarship program in memory of Sally’s contributions to the Sisters Rodeo Queen program. The scholarship started as $500 for the elected Queen and has now increased to $2,500. 
Sally is greatly missed but her legacy and mentorship of young women continues to live on with the Sisters Rodeo and the Sally Leavitt Scholarship program.

